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SUMMARY OF BILL:    Grants the defendant in a divorce action one automatic recusal 
of the judge without assigning cause. Directs the presiding judge to reassign the case upon the 
defendant’s exercise of the automatic recusal.  
 
 

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
On March 24, 2011, a fiscal note was issued estimating a fiscal impact as follows:  
 
 Not Significant  
 
 Due to an incorrect assumption, this impact was in error. Based on additional information 

provided by the Administrative Office of the Courts, the estimated fiscal impact is: 
 

 (CORRECTED) 

 

 Increase State Expenditures - $600 
 
 Assumptions: 

 

• The automatic recusal of judges may result in a backlog of divorce cases especially in 
districts with only one judge assigned to hear such cases. In such districts, judges from 
other districts will be assigned to hear the cases by interchange. Judicial resources may 
need to be reallocated due to the shift in cases but any additional cost can be 
accommodated within existing judicial resources.   

•  There will be no significant additional cost to the judicial system for a judge from the 
same district sitting by interchange to hear a recusal motion.  

•  Cases in which judges sit by interchange from another district or in which special judges 
hear a recusal motion will result in costs for mileage reimbursement. Data are not 
available on the number of motions for recusal, or the number of times these motions are 
granted. Extrapolating from designation orders, the Administrative Office of the Courts 
(AOC) estimates that 48 motions per year will be granted under this bill that would not 
be granted under current law. Half of these recusals will require travel by a judge from 
outside the district resulting in mileage and expense claims. Twenty-five percent (6) of 
these cases will be divorce cases. Assuming claims of $100 per case, mileage and 
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expense reimbursements by AOC will result in an increase in state expenditures of $600 
(6 x $100).  

 

CERTIFICATION: 

 
 The information contained herein is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

        
James W. White, Executive Director 
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